
BY-LAWS OF THE ALLIANCE FRANCAISE RENO

ARTICLE I
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Alliance Française of Reno is organized in accordance with the By-Laws of the Alliance Française of Paris, created in 1883. The purposes of this organization are the following:

	1. To promote the use of the French language and the appreciation of francophone culture in the Greater Reno metropolitan area by offering classes and sponsoring cultural events and activities.
	2. To further the development of interest in the French language and francophone cultures by soliciting the financial support of community businesses and organizations as well as membership fees.

Furthermore it is to be operated as a non-profit, non-political, non-discriminatory organization that complies with applicable federal and state non-profit tax laws and regulations.

ARTICLE II
					MEMBERSHIP

PAR. 1 Membership is open to any individual or organization that subscribes to the mission and goals of the Alliance Française of Reno.  The Membership Committee shall define appropriate membership categories and corresponding dues from time to time with the approval of the Board of Directors.

PAR. 2 Active Membership: Any person or organization may become an active member upon payment of annual dues to be decided by the Membership Committee with approval of the Board of Directors.

PAR. 3 Honorary Membership: These memberships may be proposed by the Membership Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.

PAR. 4   Active members of the Alliance Française of Reno shall have the right to cast a vote on election of directors and on matters on the agenda of general membership meetings. At all meetings of the membership of the Alliance Française of Reno, one-fourth (1/4) of the members shall constitute a quorum and a simple majority of members present shall be sufficient to carry any motion.


PAR. 5   Members may be expelled from membership by vote of a majority of all members of the Board of Directors, and shall only be for non-payment of dues or for actions which contravene the purpose or spirit of the Alliance Française of Reno as stated in these by-laws.

PAR. 6   Membership in the corporation shall be evidenced by the periodic publication of a membership list of the organization.


				ARTICLE III
	           ALLIANCE  FRANCAISE OF RENO REGENTS

PAR. 1   The Regents shall be committed to the Alliance Française of Reno’s goals, survival and prosperity.

PAR. 2   They shall be appointed by the President with the approval of the Board of Directors for a term of two years with the possibility of reappointment.
				
PAR. 3   They shall act as advisors to the Board of Directors.

PAR. 4   There shall be no more than 12 Regents.

PAR. 5   The regular meetings of the Regents shall be held twice a year or at such times and places as the Regents or their Chair may decide, and at other times upon special request by the Executive Committee or Board of Directors.


				ARTICLE IV
			      BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PAR. 1   The management of the business and property of the Alliance Française of Reno shall be entrusted to a Board of Directors of not less than 9 and not more than 20 members. The number of Directors shall be determined by the Board. Any active member of the Alliance Française of Reno is eligible for election as a Director. All directors represent the interests of the entire Membership of the organization. 

PAR. 2   The Board of Directors shall have the power to appoint a new member to fill a vacancy in its own body or among its officers, and may remove any of its members at any regular board meeting or meeting called for such purpose.

PAR. 3   The Board of Directors will submit annually, either by mail or at a meeting of the membership, a report, verified by the Treasurer, detailing the financial condition of the Alliance Française of Reno and containing other such information as it deems necessary.

PAR. 4   The Directors shall be elected by the membership at an annual meeting called for this purpose. The term of office for each Director shall be three years with possibility of renewal of a second term beginning January 1st of the year following election. No director shall serve for more than two consecutive full three-year terms in succession, with the exception of the president as described in Article V PAR 2.


PAR. 5   Directors will attend two-thirds of all regular meetings of the Board of Directors each year or be subject to removal by vote of the Board.

PAR. 6   The Board of Directors shall exercise, conduct and manage the powers, business, and property of the Corporation.

PAR. 7   The regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such times and places as the Board of Directors or the officers of the Alliance Française of Reno may decide. The meetings shall be conducted in accordance with generally accepted meeting procedures as outlined in published rules of order.

PAR. 8    One-third of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

PAR. 9   The Director of the School of the Alliance Française of Reno shall be ipso facto a Director of the Alliance Française of Hawai’i.

PAR. 10 Directors shall also include ex-officio, non-voting members as determined by the Board of Directors from time to time.


				ARTICLE V
				OFFICERS

PAR. 1   The officers of the Corporation shall be a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and a Secretary all of whom shall be members of the Board of Directors. The officers shall be elected by the directors following the annual meeting. 

PAR 2 President: The president of the Alliance Française of Reno shall be its representative in all its corporate acts and preside at meetings of the Alliance Française of Reno and perform all such other duties as pertain rightfully to the office. The President shall also preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors of the Alliance Française of Reno and, with the approval of the Board, appoint committee members.

The President shall serve for a term of two years and be eligible for re-election for no more than one additional two-year term.  The President may serve the final year of the term, regardless of the length of his or her tenure on the Board. 

PAR.3   Vice-Presidents: In the case of the absence or other disability of the President or of a vacancy in the office of the president, a Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President, shall be a member of the Board of Directors and shall have the right to participate in the work of the committees appointed by the President.

PAR.4   Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be responsible for all moneys, funds, and properties of the Alliance Française of Reno and shall render an account of the same to the Board of Directors for audit and approval at such intervals as the Board shall determine. The Treasurer shall also submit to the members a similar report at an annual meeting. The Treasurer shall be a member of the Board of Directors and shall have the right to participate in the work of the committees appointed by the President.

PAR.5   Secretary: The Secretary shall assist the President and the other members of the Executive Committee in the duties that pertain to their offices, shall be responsible for the correspondence of the Alliance Française of Reno and of its Board of Directors, shall keep the minutes of all meetings and shall maintain contact with members of the organization. The Secretary shall be a member of the Board of Directors of the Alliance Française of Reno and perform the duties as deemed necessary by the President and the Board of Directors.

PAR. 6   An Executive Committee consisting of the President, one or more Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, and the Secretary shall direct the Corporation between meetings of the Board of Directors.

PAR. 7 The Standing Committees of the organization are as follows: Events, Education, Finance and Membership.
					

				ARTICLE VI
			           AMENDMENTS

PAR. 1   These By-Laws may be amended or repealed by at least a majority of the members at any meeting duly called for that purpose, the notice of which shall state that one of the purposes of the meeting is to consider the amendment or repeal of the By-Laws. 


ARTICLE VII		
			       CHARITABLE PURPOSES

PAR. 1   The purpose of the organization is not to make profits. It does not issue any stock. Its assets, income or earning shall be distributed to its members except for services actually rendered to the organization and upon liquidation of its property, in case of corporate dissolution, the residual assets of the Corporation shall be assigned to another eleemosynary corporation selected by the Board of Directors.


				ARTICLE VIII
		         RELATIONS WITH THE FEDERATION


PAR. 1   This Corporation shall be affiliated with the Federation of Alliances Françaises USA, Inc.

PAR. 2   This Corporation shall pay the Treasurer of the Federation of Alliance Française USA, Inc., the appropriate yearly sum required for membership in the Federation of Alliance Française USA, Inc.

PAR. 3    No person or group shall be entitled to use the name and logotype of the Alliance Française without the prior consent of the Fondation des Alliances Françaises de Paris.

ADOPTION OF BY-LAWS

PAR .1   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands this _____
Day of ________________ 2022.



________________________________		__________________________
Josette Marsh, President					Walter Frankmoelle, Recording Secretary


